Balancing democracy and
security:
Biometric Ildentification in the EU
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Some puzzles and paradoxes




Why Biometrics ?

* First application in the EU: EURODAC - asylum
seekers

* Now: biometrics in visa and EU passports




The Balance Metaphor




A counter-intuitive finding

pluralism




Conclusions

survelllance
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* Who controls the controllers
internal and external security

* Public and private sector’s accountability

Soft’ security hard
impacts




The challenges ahead

Mass screening
Rule of law vs/and exceptionalism

Multilevel, democratic governance

Democratise expertise




Further reading ?




